
 


    
    

        **Please be advised that due to a fire next door on January 2nd, the pharmacy has TEMPORARILY moved to:
155 SE 2nd Main St Hillsboro, OR 97123
Thank you for your patience!**
        


        Now offering Flu Shots. Walk-ins available!

We also offer "Monoclonal Antibodies" treatment for patients with Covid-19.
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                                    	Cara Murez
	Posted July 6, 2021


                                    Certain Sickle Cell Disease Traits Can Raise Odds for Severe COVID

                                    
People with sickle cell disease who have a history of severe pain episodes and coexisting organ conditions have an increased risk for severe COVID-19 illness, a new study suggests.
"This study tells us that all individuals with sickle cell disease are not at equal levels of risk," said study author Dr. Lana Mucalo, of the Medical College of Wisconsin. "Patients with a history of pain, as well as individuals with coexisting organ conditions, need to be even more careful to avoid COVID-19 infection than those without any co-morbidities."
"This means individuals with sickle cell disease who come to the hospital presenting with pain should also be tested for COVID-19," Mucalo said.
Sickle cell disease is the most common inherited red blood cell disorder in the United States. It affects about 100,000 people, most of them Black or Hispanic. The disease can cause severe pain, joint and organ damage and stroke.
Previous research has shown sickle cell patients with COVID-19 are at greater risk for hospitalization compared with Black individuals without the disease who are infected with COVID. 
The new study draws data from SECURE-SCD, an international registry that collects information about COVID infections in people with sickle cell disease. 

 Researchers assessed reports on 750 children and adults submitted to the registry between March 2020 and March 2021. About half were children. Adults had a median age of 31.
 
A history of pain events was found to be a risk factor for hospitalization. Kids who had previously experienced more than two pain events requiring acute care were more than twice as likely to be hospitalized for COVID-19. They were more than three times likely to have severe COVID illness. 
 
Adults with more than two prior acute care visits for pain were about two times more likely to be hospitalized with COVID-19 and to have severe COVID-19 illness.
Heart, lung or kidney conditions related to sickle cell in children were associated with a higher risk of severe illness. Heart and lung conditions in children were also associated with a higher risk of hospitalization. 
 
These conditions did not have the same effect in adults, according to the study. The findings were published July 1 in the journal Blood Advances.
 
About half of the patients studied were taking the medication hydroxyurea.  In adults, this was associated with lower risk of presenting with pain during COVID-19. But it did not affect whether an individual would develop a serious case of COVID-19 or need to be hospitalized in children or adults.

"Early in the COVID-19 pandemic, physicians were worried about whether to use hydroxyurea simply because we did not yet know the effects," Mucalo said in a journal news release. "Now we can see that while it does not affect COVID-19 severity, it does help to lower the incidence of pain episodes in adults with sickle cell disease, so those who are using it for treatment of their sickle cell conditions should not stop using it."
More information

The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has more about sickle cell disease.

SOURCE: American Society of Hematology, news release, July 1, 2021
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                                Health News is provided as a service to Hillsboro Pharmacy site users by HealthDay. Hillsboro Pharmacy nor its employees, agents, or contractors, review, control, or take responsibility for the content of these articles. Please seek medical advice directly from your pharmacist or physician.

                                Copyright © 2024 HealthDay All Rights Reserved.
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                                                        Our commitment to patient care and health is priority one here at Hillsboro Pharmacy.

We believe in the value of providing personalized service and quality products.
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                            Hillsboro Pharmacy
155 Southeast 2nd Ave, Hillsboro, OR 97123
 (503) 648-1811 -  (503) 640-1514
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