
 


    
    

        **Please be advised that due to a fire next door on January 2nd, the pharmacy has TEMPORARILY moved to:
155 SE 2nd Main St Hillsboro, OR 97123
Thank you for your patience!**
        


        Now offering Flu Shots. Walk-ins available!

We also offer "Monoclonal Antibodies" treatment for patients with Covid-19.
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                                    	Dennis Thompson
	Posted December 23, 2021


                                    FDA Gives OK to Merck's Antiviral At-Home COVID Pill

                                    
Many Americans now have two oral antiviral pills that can be taken at home to treat a fresh case of COVID-19.
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration on Thursday approved the emergency use of Merck's molnupiravir pill for the treatment of mild to moderate COVID in people who've just tested positive.
The approval comes on the heels of Wednesday's approval of Pfizer's COVID antiviral pill Paxlovid.
Both pills are intended only for people who at high risk for hospitalization and death from severe COVID, and they are available by prescription only.
"Today's authorization provides an additional treatment option against the COVID-19 virus in the form of a pill that can be taken orally," Dr. Patrizia Cavazzoni, director of the FDA's Center for Drug Evaluation and Research, said in an agency statement. 
"As new variants of the virus continue to emerge, it is crucial to expand the country's arsenal of COVID-19 therapies using emergency use authorization, while continuing to generate additional data on their safety and effectiveness," she said.
The authorizations come as the United States plunges into a fresh surge of COVID, spurred on by the highly infectious Omicron variant.
But the two pills are not interchangeable: Pfizer's drug far outperformed Merck's in clinical trials. While molnupiravir cut the risk of hospitalization and death in high-risk patients by 30%, Paxlovid did so by nearly 90%.
Molnupiravir works by introducing errors into the coronavirus' genetic code, which first hampers and then prevents the virus from replicating.
"The copy machine for the virus becomes more sloppy," explained Jonathan Abraham, an assistant professor of microbiology at Harvard Medical School in Boston. "That eventually allows the virus to make so many mistakes that the virus is no longer functional."
COVID patients would take four 200-milligram capsules at a time every 12 hours for five days, for a total of 40 capsules, the FDA said.
As with Paxlovid, patients should start their pill regimen as soon as possible after their COVID diagnosis, and within five days of symptom onset, according to the FDA.
Molnupiravir is not authorized to be taken to prevent COVID infection in people who've been exposed to a sick person, the FDA noted. It also can't be taken by patients who are so sick that they've landed in the hospital.
The FDA warned that the two antiviral pills should not be considered a substitute for vaccination.
Molnupiravir's emergency approval was supported by a clinical trial comparing 709 COVID patients who got the drug to 699 patients who received a placebo.
About 6.8% of people who got molnupiravir were hospitalized or died during a month of follow-up, compared to 9.7% of people who received a placebo, the FDA said. That includes one patient given molnupiravir who died, compared with nine placebo patients who died.
Side effects observed in the clinical trial included diarrhea, nausea and dizziness.
Molnupiravir is not authorized for patients younger than 18 because it might affect bone and cartilage growth.
It's also not recommended for use during pregnancy, since animal studies showed that the drug may cause fetal harm. Molnupiravir can only be prescribed to a pregnant woman if her doctor feels that the benefits outweigh the risks and has outlined those risks to her.
Women in their childbearing years are advised to use reliable birth control during molnupiravir treatment and for four days after the final dose. Men should use birth control for at least three months after their final dose of molnupiravir.
There is one concern with molnupiravir -- that by causing the coronavirus to create flawed copies, the drug might actually prompt the evolution of even worse mutations in COVID.
People prescribed the drug will need to take it precisely as directed to ward off that possibility, Abraham said.
"We'll have to be in a situation where we're really careful about how these drugs are prescribed and how they're administered, ensuring near-perfect compliance so that they work most effectively and don't induce resistance," Abraham said.
More information
The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has more on COVID-19.
SOURCES: Jonathan Abraham, PhD, assistant professor, microbiology, Harvard Medical School; U.S. Food and Drug Administration, news release, Dec. 23, 2021
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                                Health News is provided as a service to Hillsboro Pharmacy site users by HealthDay. Hillsboro Pharmacy nor its employees, agents, or contractors, review, control, or take responsibility for the content of these articles. Please seek medical advice directly from your pharmacist or physician.

                                Copyright © 2024 HealthDay All Rights Reserved.
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                                                        Our commitment to patient care and health is priority one here at Hillsboro Pharmacy.

We believe in the value of providing personalized service and quality products.
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155 Southeast 2nd Ave, Hillsboro, OR 97123
 (503) 648-1811 -  (503) 640-1514
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