
 


    
    

        **Please be advised that due to a fire next door on January 2nd, the pharmacy has TEMPORARILY moved to:
155 SE 2nd Main St Hillsboro, OR 97123
Thank you for your patience!**
        


        Now offering Flu Shots. Walk-ins available!

We also offer "Monoclonal Antibodies" treatment for patients with Covid-19.
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                                    	By Dennis Thompson HealthDay Reporter
	Posted September 2, 2022


                                    Many Teens Easily Fooled by Fake Online Health Messages

                                    
Many teenagers have a hard time discerning between accurate health messages and “fake news," a new study finds.
Presented with a choice between fake and true health messages, about two in five teenagers considered both messages equally trustworthy, researchers found.
Further, about one in 10 actually considered the fake message more trustworthy than the accurate information, according to the report published Aug. 29 in the journal Frontiers in Psychology.
“There has been an explosion of misinformation in the area of health during the COVID-19 pandemic,” said principal researcher Dr. Radomír Masaryk, of Comenius University, in Bratislava, Slovakia. 
“As adolescents are frequent users of the internet, we usually expect that they already know how to approach and appraise online information, but the opposite seems to be true,” Masaryk said in a journal news release.
For the study, Masaryk and his colleagues presented 300 students aged 16 to 19 with seven short messages about the health-promoting effects of different fruits and vegetables.
The kids were presented one plainly truthful message and one fake message, and asked to judge the trustworthiness of each.
The good news — about 48% of participants trusted the plainly truthful messages more than the fake ones.
But another 41% considered the fake and true messages equally trustworthy, and 11% considered the fake messages more trustworthy than the true ones, the investigators found.
The teens were also given versions of the truthful message that were manipulated in ways that might make them question whether or not it was real.
For example, the manipulated true messages might include superlatives, clickbait language, grammar mistakes, appeals to authority or bold typeface.
Teenagers did not seem influenced by any of these editing cues when it came to judging trustworthiness, except for clickbait language.
“The only version of a health message that was significantly less trusted compared to a true health message was a message with a clickbait headline,” Masaryk said.
These results show that teens need more education on health and media literacy, as well as for skills like analytical thinking and scientific reasoning “that help distinguish false from true health messages,” Masaryk concluded.
More information
The Media Education Foundation has more about media literacy.
SOURCE: Frontiers in Psychology, news release, Aug. 29, 2022
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                                Health News is provided as a service to Hillsboro Pharmacy site users by HealthDay. Hillsboro Pharmacy nor its employees, agents, or contractors, review, control, or take responsibility for the content of these articles. Please seek medical advice directly from your pharmacist or physician.

                                Copyright © 2024 HealthDay All Rights Reserved.
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                                                        Our commitment to patient care and health is priority one here at Hillsboro Pharmacy.

We believe in the value of providing personalized service and quality products.
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                            Hillsboro Pharmacy
155 Southeast 2nd Ave, Hillsboro, OR 97123
 (503) 648-1811 -  (503) 640-1514
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