
 


    
    

        **Please be advised that due to a fire next door on January 2nd, the pharmacy has TEMPORARILY moved to:
155 SE 2nd Main St Hillsboro, OR 97123
Thank you for your patience!**
        


        Now offering Flu Shots. Walk-ins available!

We also offer "Monoclonal Antibodies" treatment for patients with Covid-19.
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                                    Seniors' Dental Care Declines After Medicare Kicks In

                                    
Without dental coverage, many American seniors on Medicare stop getting the fillings and crowns they may need, a new study finds.
The result isn't pretty.
“Without dental coverage for adults who are eligible [for] Medicare, we are seeing a rise in loss of teeth after age 65 among nearly 1 in 20 adults, which represents millions of Americans,” said Dr. Lisa Simon, a resident in the Department of Medicine at Brigham and Women's Hospital in Boston. 
“Older adults have the lowest rates of dental insurance in the U.S. and cost is a major barrier for many in seeking dental care,” Simon said in a hospital news release. “We know that Medicare, by covering medical services, improves health outcomes and reduces racial health inequities among older adults, but it has the exact opposite effect for dental care.”

Researchers examined changes in dental care and oral health for older adults who became eligible for Medicare using national data from the 2010-2019 Medical Expenditure Panel Surveys. Surveys included community-dwelling adults ages 50 to 85. 
The traditional version of Medicare does not include dental coverage. Although Medicare Advantage plans can offer dental services, the extent of coverage varies. 
Among more than 97,000 people, researchers found the number receiving restorative dental care dropped dramatically. The research team also found an almost 5 percentage point increase in the number who lost all their teeth after they turned 65 and became eligible for Medicare.
The total number of annual dental visits did not change. However, the number of visits for restorative procedures, such as fillings or crowns, decreased by nearly 9 percentage points. 
Adults who lose their teeth are at higher risk of poor nutrition, lower quality of life and progression of mental impairment, according to the researchers.
"Loss of teeth can have a number of negative downstream effects,” Simon said. “It's associated with many geriatric conditions, including frailty and cognitive function.”
The study was not able to follow the seniors for long periods. Authors noted that the changes in dental care could also reflect other changes at age 65, including retirement or receiving Social Security income.
"Our findings capture the magnitude of the problem but also point to the opportunity to improve oral health care access and outcomes, should policymakers expand Medicare coverage to include dental services,” Simon said.
The research was supported by the U.S. National Institute on Aging and the U.S. National Institutes of Health.
Study findings were published in the February 2023 issue of the journal Health Affairs.
More information
The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has more on dental health.
SOURCE: Brigham and Women's Hospital, news release, Feb. 7, 2023
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                                Health News is provided as a service to Hillsboro Pharmacy site users by HealthDay. Hillsboro Pharmacy nor its employees, agents, or contractors, review, control, or take responsibility for the content of these articles. Please seek medical advice directly from your pharmacist or physician.

                                Copyright © 2024 HealthDay All Rights Reserved.
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                                                        Our commitment to patient care and health is priority one here at Hillsboro Pharmacy.

We believe in the value of providing personalized service and quality products.
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                            Hillsboro Pharmacy
155 Southeast 2nd Ave, Hillsboro, OR 97123
 (503) 648-1811 -  (503) 640-1514
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