
 


    
    

        **Please be advised that due to a fire next door on January 2nd, the pharmacy has TEMPORARILY moved to:
155 SE 2nd Main St Hillsboro, OR 97123
Thank you for your patience!**
        


        Now offering Flu Shots. Walk-ins available!

We also offer "Monoclonal Antibodies" treatment for patients with Covid-19.
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                                    Kidney Failure Patients Face Higher Risk of Cancer Death

                                    
Patients with kidney failure who are on dialysis or have received a transplant have a sharply higher risk of dying from cancer, Australian researchers report. 


In fact, compared with people who don't have kidney failure, they have more than double the odds of cancer death. The odds are particularly high among patients aged 20 to 34, for whom the risk is 11 times higher, the researchers reported.
 

"We need to be aware of the risks of cancer and look for better ways to care for these people in addition to their kidney disease," said lead researcher Eric Au, a doctoral candidate at the University of Sydney.


Kidney failure affects thousands of Americans. Of the more than 660,000 being treated for the problem, 468,000 are on dialysis and more than 193,000 have had a transplant, according to the National Kidney Foundation. 


Each year more than 100,000 Americans are diagnosed with kidney failure.


In this study, the investigators found that among dialysis patients, cancer deaths were mostly from cancers that began before dialysis. Cancer deaths among transplant patients, however, were mostly from cancers that started after the transplant.


Patients on dialysis seem to have higher odds of dying from cancers related to kidney failure, such as kidney cancer and multiple myeloma, Au said.


"These patients may have developed kidney failure at the same time as the cancer or as a result of the cancer," he added.


But patients with kidney transplants have increased rates of dying from cancers such as non-Hodgkin lymphoma and melanoma, Au said. 


"These cancers may be related to the long-term immunosuppressive medications, which patients need to take after their kidney transplants," he noted. 


For the study, Au and his team collected data on nearly 53,000 patients who started dialysis and almost 17,000 who received kidney transplants between 1980 and 2014. The researchers compared these patients with people without kidney disease. 


Over 10 years, about 6 percent of the dialysis patients died of cancer, as did nearly 5 percent of those who had a transplant. Kidney patients were nearly three times more likely to die from cancer than those without kidney disease, the study found. And the risk was particularly high among women.


Among transplant patients, most cancers related to immune deficiency and infection, and the study authors explained that this may be the result of long-term use of immunosuppressive drugs required to prevent rejection of a transplant organ.


"We need further studies to look at the reasons for this and how we can reduce these people's risks of cancer, such as better screening of people at risk of cancer and better treatment of those with cancer," Au said.


Dr. Maria DeVita, chief of nephrology at Lenox Hill Hospital in New York City, reviewed the study findings.


DeVita said that while the overall quality of life of patients with kidney failure is better with a transplant, and dialysis is life-sustaining, this study is a reminder that a transplant is not a cure. 



"We must remain vigilant in our cancer surveillance of this vulnerable population," she said. "Additional work will need to be done to determine the mechanisms and guide prevention."


The report was published online Feb. 14 in the Journal of the American Society of Nephrology. 


More information

To learn more about kidney disease, visit the  National Kidney Foundation.

                                    SOURCES: Eric Au, Ph.D. candidate, University of Sydney, Australia; Maria DeVita, M.D., chief of nephrology, Lenox Hill Hospital, New York City; Feb. 14, 2019, Journal of the American Society of Nephrology, online
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                                Health News is provided as a service to Hillsboro Pharmacy site users by HealthDay. Hillsboro Pharmacy nor its employees, agents, or contractors, review, control, or take responsibility for the content of these articles. Please seek medical advice directly from your pharmacist or physician.

                                Copyright © 2024 HealthDay All Rights Reserved.
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                                                        Our commitment to patient care and health is priority one here at Hillsboro Pharmacy.

We believe in the value of providing personalized service and quality products.
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155 Southeast 2nd Ave, Hillsboro, OR 97123
 (503) 648-1811 -  (503) 640-1514
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