
 


    
    

        **Please be advised that due to a fire next door on January 2nd, the pharmacy has TEMPORARILY moved to:
155 SE 2nd Main St Hillsboro, OR 97123
Thank you for your patience!**
        


        Now offering Flu Shots. Walk-ins available!

We also offer "Monoclonal Antibodies" treatment for patients with Covid-19.
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	Posted August 23, 2019


                                    Climate Change Hiking Danger of Flesh-Eating Bacteria Infections

                                    
It's a horrible fate: You take a cool dip in the ocean and become infected with flesh-eating bacteria.


Climate change is making this terrifying scenario more common in the northern part of the United States, one infectious disease expert says.
 

These infections are caused by Vibrio vulnificus bacteria. There are about 80,000 such infections each year in the United States, according to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.


Most infections resolve within a few days, but there are about 500 hospitalizations and 100 deaths each year due to such infections.


There are a number of ways to protect yourself, according to David Cennimo, an infectious disease expert at Rutgers New Jersey Medical School.


Vibrio bacteria can get into the body through open wounds. If you have any, it's best to stay out of the water, especially brackish water. Cover the wound with a waterproof bandage if it's likely to come into contact with water or raw seafood or raw seafood juices, Cennimo advised.


Cook all seafood thoroughly and wash your hands after handling raw shellfish, he added.


Most infections caused by Vibrio bacteria are gastrointestinal and cause food poisoning-like symptoms, such as diarrhea, vomiting, cramping, abdominal pain and sometimes fever. Symptoms usually start one day after ingestion and last for three days.


Skin infections caused by the bacteria may be inflamed and red, with blisters. The site may also turn deep blue like a severe bruise. A fever may develop and confusion can occur in severe cases. Immediate emergency medical care is required because the infection can progress rapidly to death,  Cennimo said.


For most people, the skin infection can be treated with antibiotics. However, necrotizing (flesh-eating) infections can be very serious and move very fast.


People especially at risk of severe and aggressive infection include those with a weakened immune system due to conditions such as liver disease, cancer, diabetes or HIV, and those who are on immune-suppressing therapy or are recovering from stomach surgery.


More information


The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has more on Vibrio infection.

                                    SOURCE: Rutgers University, news release, August 2019
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                                Health News is provided as a service to Hillsboro Pharmacy site users by HealthDay. Hillsboro Pharmacy nor its employees, agents, or contractors, review, control, or take responsibility for the content of these articles. Please seek medical advice directly from your pharmacist or physician.

                                Copyright © 2024 HealthDay All Rights Reserved.
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                                                        Our commitment to patient care and health is priority one here at Hillsboro Pharmacy.

We believe in the value of providing personalized service and quality products.
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155 Southeast 2nd Ave, Hillsboro, OR 97123
 (503) 648-1811 -  (503) 640-1514
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