
 


    
    

        **Please be advised that due to a fire next door on January 2nd, the pharmacy has TEMPORARILY moved to:
155 SE 2nd Main St Hillsboro, OR 97123
Thank you for your patience!**
        


        Now offering Flu Shots. Walk-ins available!

We also offer "Monoclonal Antibodies" treatment for patients with Covid-19.
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	Posted December 14, 2021


                                    Drug Can Keep Leukemia in Remission for Years in Younger Patients

                                    
For certain leukemia patients, some welcome findings: New research confirms long remissions after treatment with the drug ibrutinib and chemotherapy.
The study involved 85 patients with chronic lymphocytic leukemia (CLL). All were 65 or younger, and 46 had more aggressive, unmutated IGHV subtype of the disease.
"Patients with lower-risk CLL, which is marked by mutated IGHV genes, can gain long remissions from a six-month regimen known as FCR -- for the chemotherapy drugs fludarabine and cyclophosphamide and the antibody therapy rituximab," Dr. Matthew Davids, of Dana-Farber Cancer Institute in Boston, said in an institute news release.
Patients with higher-risk CLL, without IGHV mutation, typically don't get the same lasting benefit from FCR, but can do very well on ibrutinib (brand name Imbruvica), which blocks an enzyme used by CLL cells to survive.
However, they need to keep taking ibrutinib the rest of their life, which can be challenging due to the ongoing risks and side effects of the drug, Davids explained.
"Our study examined whether a time-limited course of ibrutinib given in combination with FCR can provide lasting remissions for patients with CLL regardless of whether they have the IGHV-mutated or -unmutated subtype," he said.
The study participants received ibrutinib for seven days followed by a combination of ibrutinib and FCR for up to six months. They continued to receive ibrutinib alone for two more years. Those who had no detectable leukemia cells in their bone marrow after the two years stopped taking the drug.
After a median follow-up of more than 40 months, 99% of the patients were still alive and 97% were alive with no worsening of their disease. Those rates are essentially unchanged from an earlier follow-up at 16.5 months.
The few patients whose leukemia recurred after the 2.5-year mark responded well when they started taking ibrutinib again, according to the study. The findings were presented Monday at the annual meeting of the American Society of Hematology.
"We're very encouraged about the potential of this therapy to generate long-term remissions in a broad population of younger patients with CLL," Davids said. "For young patients, in particular, who, hopefully, have decades of life ahead of them, the prospect of a time-limited therapy that can have such durable impact without the need for ongoing treatment is very impactful."
Research presented at meetings should be considered preliminary until published in a peer-reviewed medical journal.
More information
For more on chronic lymphocytic leukemia, go to the American Cancer Society.
SOURCE: Dana-Farber Cancer Institute, news release, Dec. 13, 2021
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                                Health News is provided as a service to Hillsboro Pharmacy site users by HealthDay. Hillsboro Pharmacy nor its employees, agents, or contractors, review, control, or take responsibility for the content of these articles. Please seek medical advice directly from your pharmacist or physician.

                                Copyright © 2024 HealthDay All Rights Reserved.
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                                                        Our commitment to patient care and health is priority one here at Hillsboro Pharmacy.

We believe in the value of providing personalized service and quality products.
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155 Southeast 2nd Ave, Hillsboro, OR 97123
 (503) 648-1811 -  (503) 640-1514
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